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B16-2015-ITEM8b 

Update on Sustainable Development Goal Targets and Indicators 

13 April 2015 

Summary 

 
This paper  

• Provides an update on the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) process and timeline, 

focusing on the targets being refined and the indicator development most relevant to 

RMNCAH;   

• Responds to a request from partners for PMNCH to convene the Post 2015 Working 

Group again in order to build consensus and shape advocacy around an agreed set of 

indicators related to women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health, particularly as relates to 

the 2016-2030 Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health; 

• Seeks guidance from the Board around next steps. 

A background technical note to guide discussions will be provided to the EC and Board in advance of 

their meetings, providing: 

• An overview mapping of the SDG targets open for technical review; 

• An overview mapping of RMNCAH related SDG targets and proposed Global Strategy 

targets; and 

• An overview mapping of SDG indicators alongside additional indicators proposed by 

stakeholders in the Every Woman Every Child (EWEC) movement. 

Request for PMNCH Board guidance and decision 

 
The following questions are posed to the PMNCH Board in this paper 
 
Does the Board agree that PMNCH could and should play a role in building consensus across the 
RMNCAH community around the next stage of the Post 2015 process?  Specifically: 

 
a) Does the Board wish to re-convene the Post 2015 Working Group to take forward this 

activity? If so, does the membership of this group need to be changed e.g. in light of the 
increased technical nature of the indicator process, and the broader scope of the 2016-2030 
Global Strategy? 
 

b) Does the Board agree that the role of the Working Group would be to:  
I. Build consensus around the critical targets and indicators to be included in the SDG 

Framework and, linked to this, the 2016-2030 Global Strategy; 
II. Consider approaches currently being discussed towards measuring and monitoring 

indicators as a critical aspect of their validity.  
 

c) Based on the overview technical note (to be provided) could the Board: 
I. Agree on the focus for advocacy on the SDG targets currently open for technical 

revision, i.e. target 3.2 on child and newborn mortality; 
II. Agree on a process for prioritizing the Global Strategy Goals and Targets; 

III. Agree on a way forward for developing a consensus on SDG and Global Strategy 
indicators.  
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Advancing the Post 2015 process and Sustainable Development Goals 

 
Selecting SDG indicators 

 
The UN Statistical Commission has been identified by Member States to advise the Member State 
Intergovernmental Negotiations process about an indicator framework. The Commission has been 
tasked by member states to propose a global indicator framework and associated indicators by 
March 2016. An Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators has also been created and 
consists of Member States and, as observers, regional and international organizations and agencies to 
support the process of developing the global framework and indicators. National indicators are to be 
developed at national level. The UN Statistical Division in March 2015 issued a list of 300 SDG 
indicators (mostly two per target) to be used as a starting point for discussion in meetings of the 
Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators, the first meeting of which is likely to take place 
in May. This list includes 22 indicators for Goal 3, as well as four placeholders for targets 3a-3d, 
however many more indicators in support of health enhancing targets are also relevant.  
 
Finalizing the SDG target selection  

  
The UN Technical Support Team (UNTT) undertook a review of the 169 targets.  This review 
focused on target measurability and consistency with targets in existing internationally agreed 
treaties and positions.  Based on recommendations of the UNTT, 19 less controversial targets have 
been selected for technical review and improvement by the UNTT.  Revised targets will be 
submitted for member states for approval. No major changes to targets are anticipated.  Health 
targets submitted for improvements include the targets related to preventable newborn and child 
deaths (3.2), road safety (3.6) and TRIPS flexibilities (3.b).  

 
Advancing Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health in the SDGs 

There are three targets and seven indicators under the health goal directly related to women’s, 
children’s and adolescents’ health and there are numerous health related targets and indicators 
under other goals (e.g., gender, education, nutrition, WASH).   

Partners have raised a number of gaps and issues in the current indicator proposal.  Although most 
of the critical RMNCAH indicators are included in the 300 long list mentioned above, there are a 
couple of important gaps including around stillbirth, the full range of SRHR indicators and adolescent 
health. The Q4 2014 - Q1 2015 Global Strategy consultation process clearly identifies these and 
other issues of concern across the RMNCAH community.   
 
PMNCH members from different interest groups have expressed a desire to undertake advocacy on 
indicators in 2015.  In particular, the Donors & Foundations constituency, a sub-group of CSOs and 
members of the Multilaterals constituency have expressed interest in indicator advocacy.  To ensure 
that RMNCAH relevant indicator advocacy is aligned, a question has been posed as to whether 
PMNCH might, following on from the consensus statements issued in 2014 (on goals and targets) 
and 2013 (on framing), undertake a similar process around the indicators.   
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The 2014 PMNCH consensus Statement and potential 2015 consensus process  

 
In 2014, PMNCH convened and supported a consensus-building process around an earlier stage of 
the Post 2015 process undertaken by a 40+ strong working group made up of a broad range of 
partners (Annex A: Working Group members).  The Group developed a consensus statement 
setting out how and why women and children should remain an important focus of the Post 2015 
framework. This statement facilitated wide and effective advocacy, strengthened dialogue and a 
clearer, more focused sense of purpose across the broader RMNCAH community (Annex B: 
PMNCH Position Statement).    
 
As the final stages of the Post 2015 framework are negotiated in the coming months, PMNCH 
proposes to build on this successful approach, to re-convene the Working Group, and support the 
broad RMNCAH community to build consensus and advocate for the best set of indicators.   

 
A starting point: The 2016-2030 Global Strategy Targets and Indicators  

Alongside the SDG process, the Global Strategy for Women’s Children’s and Adolescents’ Health is 
being developed.  The SDGs will be the overarching framework for the Global Strategy. Many of the 
goals and targets will of course be relevant for both the SDG framework and the updated Global 
Strategy. The Global Strategy can go further to include all the indicators that are relevant to health 
outcomes for women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health.  

Further to this paper, in advance of the Board, a background note for the discussions will be 
provided with an overview mapping of the SDGs targets and indicators most relevant to the Global 
Strategy, alongside additional goals, targets and indicators proposed by stakeholders in the Every 
Woman Every Child (EWEC) movement for consideration by the Board. 
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ANNEX A – Members of the Post 2015 Working Group to advise on PMNCH Post 2015 

related activities (Working Group established in 2014) 

 
 

* Individuals have changed institutions or portfolios and might need to be revised  

Member Name Organization Observer 

1. Agnes Soucat* African Development Bank   

2. Amy Boldosser Family Care International   

3. Anuradha Gupta* Ministry of Health and Family , 

India 

  

4. Carlos Dora World Health Organization Flavia Bustreo  

Marie Brune-Drisse 

Emiko Todaka   

5. Diah Saminasih* Special Envoy of MDGS to 

President of Indonesia 

  

6. Lara Brearley* Save the Children Francesco Aureli 

 

7. Geeta Rao Gupta 

 

UNICEF Kumanan Rasanahan 

8. Sigrid Mehring  GIZ Gerd Eppel 

 

9. Gillian Mann DFID   

10. Guido Schmidt-Traub Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network 

Lauren Barredo 

11. Hareya Fassil USAID   

12. Heather Barclay IPPF   

13. Jill Sheffield Women Deliver Janna Oberdorf 

14. Joe Thomas Partners in Population and 

Development 

  

15. Joško Miše* IFMSA   

16. Julian Schweitzer Results for Development   

17. Kate Eardley World Vision   

18. Kate Gilmore UNFPA Laura Laski 

19. Robert Ndieka 

 

African Union Mabvuto Kango  

Kenneth Oliko 

20.  Permanent Mission of China to 

the UN, New York 

Liang Heng 

21. Lola Dare CHESTRAD   

22. Magda Robert Special Adviser to MDG 

Advocate, Ms Grace Machel 

  

23. Miguel Pestana, Unilever   

24. Nyaradzayi 
Gumbonzvanda 

YWCA 

  

Liz Nash  

25.  Permanent Mission of Brazil to 

UN, New York 

 

Claudia Assaf   

26.  Permanent Mission of India to 

UN, New York 

Amit Kumar 

27. Sharon D'Agostino Johnson & Johnson   

28. Sinead Andersen GAVI Alliance   

29. Susan Myers 

 

United Nations Foundation Anita Sharma  

Caroline Barrett 
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30. Tariq Cheema World Congress of Muslim 

Philanthropists 

  

31. Tinu Taylor Ministry of Health, Nigeria   

32. Jennifer Requejo Countdown to 2015  

33.  Permanent Mission of 

Zimbabwe to the United Nations 

– Africa Group 

Emmanuel Makasa - 

Permanent Mission of 

Zambia to the United 

Nations – Africa Group 

34.  Girls Not Brides Lakshmi Sundaram 

35. Ariella Rojhani NCD Alliance  

36.  UN Women Gustavo Gonzalez-Canali 

37.  Department of 

Bioenvironmental Medicine, 

Chiba University 

Chisato Mori 

38.  NORAD Austen Davies - TBC 

39.  The World Bank Carolyn Reynolds 

40. Jonathan Jay  Management Sciences for Health  

41. Liliana Hisas Universal Ecological Fund   
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ANNEX B – PMNCH 2015 Position Statement –Placing Healthy Women and Children 
at the Heart of the Post 2015 Sustainable Development Framework 
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