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The Context 

• 29 Million pregnancies in a year  

 26 Million deliveries 

 15% likely to develop complications 

  Over 57 thousand maternal deaths  

 Over 9 hundred thousand neonatal deaths  

 

 

 



Paradigm Shift 
 
• Policy commitment  

 
• Entitlements based approach 

 
• Elimination of out of pocket expenses  

 
• Service guarantee through accountability 

 
 
 

   
 
 



What would the scheme do? 
• Reduce barriers to access   

• Benefit over 12 million women and new-borns who 
access  government health facilities every year  

• Bring 7 million  women delivering at home to  
facilities   

• Motivate 7 million women going to private facilities to 
deliver in government facilities  
 

 
  



– Free and cashless delivery including C-Section 
Free drugs and consumables 
Free diagnostics 
Free provision of blood 

Free diet during stay in health institutions  
Up to 3 days for normal delivery  
7 days for Caesarean sections 

– Free transport 
 Home to health institution 
Between health institutions in case of referral 
Drop back home after delivery 

– Exemption from all kinds of user charges, including for seeking 
hospital care up to 6 weeks post delivery (for post natal 
complications) 



 

– Free treatment at the public health institutions 
Free drugs and consumables 
Free diagnostics 
Free provision of blood 
 

– Free transport 
  Home to health institution 
Between health institutions in case of referral 
Drop back home after delivery 
 

– Exemption from all kinds of user charges 



281 million USD allocated toward provision of entitlements 
out of an annual NRHM budget of 3.5 billion USD       
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