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Inaccessible health information and services



1818

Inaccessible health information and services
Malnutrition Climate Change
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Inaccessible health information and services
Malnutrition Climate Change

Persistent inequality and violence
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Inaccessible health information and services
Malnutrition Climate Change

Persistent inequality and violence
Anxiety Technological change
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Inaccessible health information and services
Malnutrition Climate Change

Persistent inequality and violence
Anxiety Technological change

Unplanned and teenage pregnancies
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Inaccessible health information and services
Malnutrition Climate Change

Persistent inequality and violence
Anxiety Technological change

Unplanned and teenage pregnancies

Learning crisis
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… or enhanced well-being

leading to a decent job

and a healthy, confident life?
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Five domains of adolescent well-being

Source: PMNCH
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Return on investment for adolescent well-being interventions:

the benefit-cost ratios

Benefit-cost ratioDomains

Health and nutrition

Adolescent health services (incl. SRH, mental health, etc.) 9.6

Notes: Unweighted average of all countries modelled.
Sources: Sheehan et al. Adolescents in a changing world – the case for urgent investment. Geneva: WHO; 2024.

Specialist programmes – single interventions

Human papillomavirus (HPV) (cervical cancer) 20.2

Tuberculosis (TB) 53.6

Myopia 13.0
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Benefit-cost ratioDomain – Health and nutrition

Specialist – complex interventions

Mental health1 23.6

School feeding programmes2 17.0

Notes: Weighted average of all countries modelled.
Sources: (1) Mental health (Stelmach et al. BMJ Glob Health. 2022 Jun;7(6):e007759). (2) Nutrition (Verguet et al. Front Public Health. 2020 Dec 3;8:587046). 

Return on investment for adolescent well-being interventions:

the benefit-cost ratios
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Benefit-cost ratioDomains

Connectedness, positive values and contribution to society

School connectedness (SEHER Programme, India) 25.6

Child marriage1 25.9

Road accident prevention1 9.1

Notes: (1) Unweighted average of all countries modelled. (2) Weighted average of all countries modelled.
Sources: Sheehan et al. Adolescents in a changing world – the case for urgent investment. Geneva: WHO; 2024.
UNFPA. Investing in three transformative results: realizing powerful returns. New York: UNFPA;2022.

Learning, competences, education, skills and employability 

Education and training (incl. life skills and CSE)1 28.6

Safety and a supportive environment 

Preventing female genital mutilation/cutting2 10.1

Return on investment for adolescent well-being interventions:

the benefit-cost ratios
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* This amounts to an average of the present value of the estimated benefits forgone as a ratio of the projected total GDP
of the emerging market and developing economies, studied in our report over the 27-year period 2024–2050.

It represents a total over the period of $110 trillion in present value terms.

Cost of inaction: the benefits forgone over the period 2024–2050

US$4.1 trillion per annum
or 7.7% of GDP*
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Universal health services
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Universal health services
Safer roads
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Universal health services
Safer roads

Quality education
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Universal health services
Safer roads

Quality education
Spectacles School feeding programmes
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Universal health services
Safer roads

Quality education
Spectacles School feeding programmes

Supportive social and cultural norms
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Universal health services
Safer roads

Quality education
Spectacles School feeding programmes

Supportive social and cultural norms

Support for mental well-being
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Enhanced well-being leading to

a decent job and a healthy, confident life!
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Thank you
Bruce Rasmussen

bruce.rasmussen@vu.edu.au

Conclusion
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